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OTTAWA TOURIST WALK - OTTAWA DOWNTOWN, PT #268
All Season 5 KM - 8 KM -10 KM, Difficulty 2B

Start: City Hall, 110 Laurier Ave W, Ottawa, ON K1P 1J1

CVF Special Programs: Famous Canadians, Capital City, Moving Waters, Art in Public Places, Time to Walk
Washrooms inside City Hall and along the route

. BK-8K-10K: From the Laurier St entrance go
straight through the (Marion Dewar) plaza to
the lights at Laurier Ave. Cross Laurier Ave
and enter Confederation Park. Keep left on
the path and go around the fountain exiting
the park at Elgin St. Turn right along Elgin St.

Pass a sculpture of Canadian Jazz pianist
Oscar Peterson and the National Arts Centre
(NAC, washrooms) on the right before passing
through Confederation Sqg (where you will see
the provincial flags of Canada) to the lights at
Wellington & Rideau. Before crossing, take a
small detour to the right to see the “Women
are Persons” sculpture.

. Carefully cross and turn right, passing the

Chateau Laurier Hotel to Mackenzie Dr. Turn
left, passing Major’s Hill Park on the left and
the US Embassy on the right, to the lights at
Murray St Carefully cross Murray St and St
Patrick St towards Maman, the bronze
stainless steel and marble spider by Louise
Bourgeois. Notre Dame Basilica is across
Sussex, to the right.

Facing Maman and the National Gallery of
Canada, go left across the plaza then veer
right to walk along the side of the Gallery on
the path up to Kiweki Point. At the top, bridge
will be to your left, continue straight ahead
and continue around in a clockwise direction.
Just past the statue of Kichi Zibi Innini
(formerly known as ‘Anishinabe Scout’), turn
right on the first path up to the lookout. Go
clockwise around the loop then straight
ahead to cross the pedestrian bridge into
Major’s Hill Park (washrooms).

5. Continue through the park, staying on the

path closest to the black fence. At the end of
the path go down a few steps and continue
to the right of the Chateau Laurier. Go up the
steps to Wellington St and turn right. Cross
the Canal (there are eight locks on the Rideau
Canal) and enter the grounds of Parliament
Hill through the 1st black gate on the right and
up the steps on the path. Pass the
Whispering Wall on the left and continue
around the back of Parliament. Across the
river you can see Notre Dame Cathedral on
the right, the Canadian Museum of History
across the river in Quebec and to the far left
the Supreme Court of Canada.

Follow the pathway to the intersection with
Parliament Rd. Turn right, passing a statue of
Queen Victoria on the right and the West
Block on the left (washrooms in the stone
building on the right) to the intersection with
Parliament Rd (yes, again). Turn right and go
downhill to exit the grounds through the black
wrought-iron gate at Bank/Wellington St. (5K
splits here).

. BK Only: Cross Wellington St and go one

block to Sparks St. Turn left and continue
along the Sparks St to Elgin St S. Cross
towards the National War Memorial then
cross Elgin St N and straight ahead to
continue down Lawrence Freiman Ln. As the
road curves right, go down the steps to the
Canal and turn right. Walk along the Canal (to
your left) passing under the Mackenzie St
Bridge.

. After passing under the bridge, go up the

steps to the path and turn left. When
possible, carefully cross Lawrence Freiman
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https://maps.app.goo.gl/rF3PaFK2T1ZjdTWi9

Ln into Confederation Park. Follow the path
as it veers left to Laurier Ave. Cross at the
lights and straight ahead back to City Hall
and the end of your walk.

10.

Cross Bank St and turn right one block to
Vittoria St. Turn left to the end — the Supreme
Court of Canada is on the right. Cross the
road and continue straight on the pathway.
When the path ends, walk diagonally across
the park to Wellington St. Turn right and cross
Bay St to the path on the right just past the
parking lot.

Right on the path, go down the steps and
keep left to go through the tunnel. After
exiting the tunnel keep right on the Trans
Canada Trail. At the “Stop”, keep right and go
through a 2" tunnel exiting in front of the Mill
St Brew Pub. Cross the road (watch for traffic)
to continue on the Trans Canada Trail.
Continue to the lights at Booth St (Canadian
War Museum across Booth St)
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14.

*

cross over Pooley’s Bridge and keep left.
Almost immediately after turning left, keep
right to cross Commissioner St. Turn left and
take the path on the right through the Garden
of the Provinces. At the end of the park, go up
the steps to Sparks St, turn left, carefully
cross Bay St and continue on Sparks St for
several blocks to Elgin St.

Cross Elgin St S at the crosswalk, passing the
Canadian War Memorial, then cross Elgin St
N. Continue through Confederation Sq and
downhill. At the intersection with Canal Ln (no
sign) and Lawrence Freiman Lane, go down
the steps and keep right to walk along the
Rideau Canal.

11

.8K Only - turn left to the lights at Wellington

St. Continue at step 13.

15.

8k Only: After passing underthe Mackenzie
St Bridge, take the pathway up to Lawrence
Freiman Lane. Carefully cross into
Confederation Park. Take the path on the left
going around the park to the lights at Laurier
Ave. Cross towards City Hall and the end of
your walk.

12.

13.
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Cross Booth St and straight ahead to the
footbridge on the right. Cross the footbridge
and take the NCC path to the left to go
around the park. At the end of the park turn
left to cross over the water to the Chaudiere
Falls. After viewing the Falls, retrace your
steps back across the “bridge” and turn left
to Booth St. Cross and turn right on Booth St
to Wellington St (National Holocaust
Monument on left).

Cross Wellington St and turn left to Lett St.
Turn right passing the Canadian Firefighters
Memorial on the left to Fleet St. Turn left,

16.

17.

Walk along the canal, continuing under both
the Mackenzie King and Laurier Ave bridges.
After passing under the Laurier Ave Bridge,
take the steps up to the road. Turn left to
walk on the paved path to the sign that shows
Lisgar St.

Carefully cross Queen Elizabeth Dr and turn
right to the path on the left between the
chain-link fence on the left and Lisgar
Collegiate (on the right). Turn left on the path
exiting at Lisgar St. Carefully cross (watch for
traffic) to the sidewalk and keep right to walk
along the end of City Hall. At the end of the
path keep left to walk in front of City Hall and
the end of your walk.
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