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2022 Annual General Meeting 

President’s Report  
Respectfully submitted by Jane Fawcett 

   It’s been another year of COVID restrictions for us making planning every quarter difficult as we didn’t 

know what we would be facing in terms of Provincial or Ottawa Public Health restrictions. One thing was 

for certain, your Executive is comprised of many talented and committed walkers who tried to ensure that 

different options were made available so that you could get out and walk in your neighbourhood if we 

weren’t able to get together to walk as a group. A big thank you, to Kathy Luten for keeping our 

Facebook page and website updated with changes and announcements. I’d like to also thank Marg 

Dempsey who learned how to use the Facebook event tool, to announce our walks. I want to acknowledge 

and thank each and every member of this Club Executive for the many talents that they bring to the table. 

We work together well, helping each other out, offering suggestions to Marion for upcoming walks, pre 

walking routes, and learning new skills to take the burden off other members. It is a pleasure working 

with you all once again. 

 

1. I started working with Benoît Pinsonneault in January 2021 to rewrite the Ottawa Voyageurs 

Constitution which we completed after consultation with the executive, then made public on the OVO 

website ahead of last year’s Annual General Meeting which was held by Zoom on April 24, 2021. I 

attended the Executive Meetings as a Guest from November 2020, and was elected President at the 

same Annual General Meeting by the members of the Ottawa Voyageurs Walking Club. I attended 

the Annual General Meeting by Zoom for the Canadian Volkssport Federation on June 19, 2021 and 

reported back to the Executive at our next meeting. 

2. I developed and wrote a Club Information page for publicity purposes which is available at all walks. 

Kathy Luten formatted it for me in colour and in two languages. Executive members gave input and 

changes were made before its use in late spring of 2021. 

3. Last June I had a conversation with Karen Venema, Michelle Demers and Benoît Pinsonneault about 

making the Ontario Director’s Round and Long Distance Walk a virtual walk/challenge as other 

fitness organizations around the world are doing. 

4. As retired educators, Marg Dempsey and I planned a Tribute to Educators Walk for September 18, 

2021 as our yearly Charity Walk to recognize the teachers, educational assistants, children and 

parents who had been affected from the disrupted school year. We invited not only members from our 

club, the Nepean Nomads and Kingstown Trekkers but educators from two school boards, and retired 

educators. Only two teachers came, and fewer members from the clubs, but we raised $1,338.00 that 

went to the Caring and Sharing Exchange, an organization that provides backpacks filled with school 

supplies for those children whose parents cannot afford to buy them. This is the most amount of 

money we have raised for a charity event in a long time. 

5. I wrote and sent out quarterly Communiqués to OVO Members in addition to a Christmas 

Communiqué in 2021. I also wrote three articles for Volkssport Canada on Club activities at the 

bequest of Ontario Director Karen Venema. 

6. In November 2021, in conjunction with input from Lynda O’Dwyer and Michelle Demers, I wrote a 

letter to all Club members about new information we agreed upon for renewing memberships for 

2022. I asked that members to mail a cheque or drop off cash to Lynda. No other Club member will 

accept money or membership forms as sometimes happened in the past as forms and money could not 

always be accounted for. 

7. Before the IVV Congress was cancelled for July 2022, Marion and I had met to discuss the 

requirements for walks needed for the Congress participants. We brainstormed ideas for routes in the 

downtown core to highlight the beautiful city we live in. 
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8. Throughout the spring of 2021 and into the first half of 2022, our scheduled Walking Program has 

been victim to the continuing COVID restrictions, the Omicron variant, and poor walking weather. 

Despite these obstacles, we consistently had up to 25 walkers attend who walked individually or with 

a close friend or spouse. Late last spring, summer and into the fall, we organized a number of PT 

walks and three events; our AGM walk on Canada Day in Rockcliffe, our Tribute to Educators 

Charity Walk and our Christmas lights Walk a week later than scheduled due to poor weather. Our 

Walking Schedules were organized and authorized by the Province and Ottawa Public Health. This 

winter four of us got together for a snowshoe in early February. Many walkers participated by using 

the Neighbourhood Walking-Tracking Sheet which brought revenue into the Club. Many thanks to all 

participants. Thank you to Kathy Luten for again coordinating our last two Cleaning the Capital 

commitments that took place in the spring and fall of 2021 with masks and distancing. 

9. In 2021, the OVO Executive held monthly executive meetings monthly except in December virtually 

by Zoom. We have found that the meetings by Zoom help us keep on track and have more efficient 

meetings without distraction and no need to travel. 


