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OVO 2020 ACTING PRESIDENT/VICE PRESIDENT  

ANNUAL REPORT 

By Benoît Pinsonneault 

1. I started year 2020 as OVO Vice-President and was in charge of one Walk Box 

and several Walk Events as follows: PT # 277 – Champagne Bath – Tribute to 

the Canadian Forces Walk as well as Discover Eastern Ontario and more 

specifically – The Glengarry Trails – in North Glengarry Township near 

Alexandria, ON, on Saturday,  May 30, 2020, the Fall Rhapsody Festival in 

Gatineau Park, QC, on Saturday, October 3, 2020, the Tale of Two Cemeteries 

Walk, through Beechwood and Notre-Dame Cemeteries on Saturday 17, 2020 

and the Remembrance Day Walk from Champagne Fitness Centre, 321 King 

Edward, Ottawa, ON, on Wednesday, November 11, 2020, which took place as 

scheduled. 

 

2. I was still the Chair of the Joint Committee of the OVO and the Nomads for the 

2020 More Days Walk and Bike Event to be held in the Laurentians, Québec, 

on the trail called “Le petit Train du Nord linear park” on August 21-23, 2020 with 

accommodation at the Auberge du Vieux Foyer, Val-David, QC, which event was 

cancelled due to COVID-19 and new dates were secured for the weekend of 

August 20-22, 2021 to redo this event from the same location. 

 

3. I was, temporarily, holding, since October 1, 2019, the position of CVF Ontario 

Director and President of the Walking and Volkssporting Association of 

Ontario (WVAO), until the CVF AGM, which was held virtually on June 13, 2020 

and appointed Karen Venema as the new CVF Ontario Director. This new 

function also includes the function of assuming the presidency of the WVAO. 

 

4. Our OVO 2020 Walking Program started as planned with the Winterlude Walk 

on Saturday, February 9, 2020, followed by our OVO AGM Walk on Saturday, 

February 15, 2020., with some snowshoeing during the same period. I was only 

able to participate in the OVO AGM walk, due to surgery on January 13 and 

recovery thereafter. Suddenly, in mid-March, the Nova Coronavirus spreading 

was declared a pandemic and the rest of our Walking Program was cancelled, 

little by little, up to the end of 2020. Only one scheduled event took place during 

this period on Saturday, October 17, 2020, which was the Tale of Two 

Cemeteries Walk. Finally, a certain number of PTs were organized, through 

invitation, during the same period while authorized by the Province and Public 

Health, but the participation of our members to our PTs was mainly done 

individually or with a close friend or two. Many thanks to all the participants for 
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helping our Club trying to survive through the pandemic! 

 

5. On Monday, July 13, 2020, at the first scheduled OVO Executive Meeting, after 

the CVF AGM, Karen Venema resigned from her position as OVO President and 

I became the Acting OVO President until a new President is appointed to the 

position. Karen also accepted to fill the OVO Secretary position from the 

following OVO Executive meeting held in August and ever since. 

 

6. In 2020, the OVO Executive held eight regular meetings; the two first ones 

(January and March) as well as the AGM in February at the Orléans Legion and 

the six other meetings were done virtually on Zoom, while continuously following 

the updates on the COVID-19 restrictions and adjusting our group walk outings. 

Only one of our two Cleaning the Capital commitments, the one in Fall, took 

place, as scheduled, with masks and distancing. Both our semi-annual 

Newsletters were not printed and our Annual OVO Christmas Dinner was also 

cancelled; as well there will be no 2021 OVO Event Schedule Booklet, all due to 

COVID-19. 

 

7.  Many changes have been brought forward to our way of operation since the last 

CVF AGM: (1) There is now a new modern version of the CVF Waiver of Liability 

at registration for CVF Single Event/PT as well as an Annual Waiver. (2) An 

Annual Waiver form is now attached to our Renewal Membership Form. (3) A 

Contactless Registration Process for walking our PTs has been developed and 

posted on our website with all the routes of each of our PTs as well as the 

instructions to follow for registration and how to pay and request the stamps for 

your walks. 

 

8. The 2020 IVV Congress of Delegates was finally held on December 15/16, 

2020 in Altötting, Germany, after having been postponed twice, due to COVID-

19. Canada has been awarded the 2022 IVV Congress of Delegates, which will 

be hosted by the two CVF Ottawa clubs on behalf of the CVF and in conjunction 

with the WVAO, volunteers will then be required. We are proud for two of our 

members for their international commitments: Graham Fawcett has been re-

elected as the IVV Vice-President for another 4-year term and Benoît 

Pinsonneault was elected as a member of the IVV Arbitration Board also for a 4-

year term. 

NB: 2020 has been a very, very difficult year for everyone, which we are 

certainly not ready to forget as the pandemic is now carrying into 2021. 

Hoping the vaccine will soon put an end to all the chaos. 


