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2021 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

PAST PRESIDENT’S/SECRETARY’S REPORT 
By Karen Venema 

It is my pleasure to write this Annual Report to members and special guests in 

attendance at the Ottawa Voyageurs Walking Club (OVO) Annual General Meeting 

(AGM). 

I remained in my position as President of your club at the AGM in February. We had a 

nice Annual General Meeting with a guest speaker from Sports 4, a free pizza lunch and 

lots of door prizes. I think almost everyone went home with a prize this year as our 

volunteers outdid themselves in soliciting door prizes. We ended the meeting without 

having found a replacement for the Secretary and Publicity positions. 

In March I sent a list of volunteer award recipients to the Ontario Director in recognition 

of the following milestones: 25-Year Awards for Jim McConkey, Benoit Pinsonneault & 

Graham Fawcett; 20-Year Award for Darlene Blight; and the 5-Year Award for Michelle 

Demers. 

We made plans for our next meeting, scheduled in April, talked about the upcoming 

walks and went home. Little did we know that at the end of the following week Ottawa 

would be shut down for the next few months due to the COVID Pandemic.  

We did not hold a meeting again until July when I proposed meeting virtually using the 

Zoom application. This was the first attempt at using this technology and we became 

quite proficient as the months passed.  

At our July meeting I announced that I had accepted the position of Ontario Director and 

would need to resign my position as the President of the OVO. Benoit Pinsonneault as 

the Vice President agreed to assume the role of Acting President for the time being. I 

volunteered to take over the position of Secretary which was vacant. This changeover 

became official as of our August Executive meeting.  

As Secretary I have set up our monthly Zoom meetings which continue to be productive. 

I am so pleased with the commitment of our Executive and our perfect attendance at 

our monthly Zoom meetings. I have also agreed to be the registrar for members who 

wish to participate in Contactless Registration for any of the OVO Permanent Trails. I 

have electronic versions of the insert sheet as well as electronic versions of every PT 

label. I also receive any on-line payment and transfer those to our Treasurer on a 

monthly basis.  

I continue as walk box holder for the Alta Vista Lighthouse walk and have accepted to 

coordinate some of the event walks in 2021.  

 


